Course 7th Grade Integrated Science
Standard: 4 Objective 1.a
Title:  Inherited or Acquired Traits
Description: The students will learn the difference between inherited and acquired traits. They will fill out a chart of traits for their classmates and identify which of them are inherited.

Materials Needed:  Student worksheet and text-book that describes inherited and acquired traits. 
Time Needed:  50 minutes

Specialized background knowledge: Inherited traits are characteristics that come from the parents. Acquired traits are learned and practiced since birth.  

Teacher Procedures:  

1.  Bring in a worn stuffed animal or pair of jeans. Ask the students to list the traits of the item.  Discuss which traits are “inherited” and which are “acquired”.  

2. Hand out the papers and go over the instructions.  If you are worried about students teasing one another, have them use a “code” name and write their own characteristics on their paper and collect the papers, then write on the board or overhead the traits of ten students, using their code name.  See if the class can guess who they are.  Hand back the paper so the students can copy the data and finish.   

3. Give students time to complete chart.

4. Assign reading from your textbook and or discuss the differences between inherited and acquired traits. 

5. Complete the rest of the worksheet. 

Scoring Rubric or answer key:

1. Complete, best effort, used equipment correctly and safely……………….…4

2. Complete, best effort, ……..……………………………………………………...3

3. Partially complete and lacking effort……………………………………………..2

4. Started lab and did not complete…………………………………………………1
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                                                                                             Period ___________

Title: Inherited or Acquired Traits
Introduction: A trait is a characteristic of a living thing. For example, being a great soccer player is a characteristic. Having brown hair is a characteristic. Everyone has a combination of inherited traits and acquired traits that make them who they are. 
Prediction/Hypothesis:  What is one of your inherited traits?
Procedures: Write the names of ten people in our class on the left side of the grid.  Write down ten different traits on the top of the grid and check mark each box that applies for the person.
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TRAITS
Analysis:

1. Inherited traits are?
2. List 5 of your inherited traits.
3. Acquired traits are?
4. List 10 of your acquired traits.
5. Color in the boxes at the top of your data table that are inherited traits.
Conclusion: Tell me about two different things you learned today that you would feel comfortable going home and sharing with a family member.
